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A COMPLETE DICTOGRAPH OUTFIT
TRANSMITTER, EARPIECE, AND DRY BATTERY

dictograph procured the conviction of
Mayor Thomas E. Knotts, of Gary, Ind.,
on a charge of receiving a bribe of $5,000.

What is this mysterious dictograph?

It is a tiny sound magnifier and trans-
mitter. Sounds are gathered by it and
are multipliecd many times in intensity,
by the peculiar construction of the
vibrating disc that receives the shock
of the sound-waves. These vibrations are
transmitted over wires to a receiving
ear-piece on the same principle as by or-
dinary telephone. The novelty of the
dictograph is in the extreme sensitiveness
of its sound gathering and sound trans-
mitting device —a device the technical
construction of which its inventor declines
to explain.

THE WORLD’S WORK

The transmitter of the dictograph is
enclosed in a round, flat, black, vulcan-
ized rubber case, three inches in diameter
and three quarters of an inch thick. The
other parts of the apparatus are an ear-
piece two inches in diameter, and a dry
battery cell about two inches wide, three
inches long, and three quarters of an inch
thick. The entire apparatus can be held
in one hand, and altogether weighs a little
less than one pound.

The dictograph is efficient. In the
laboratory at Jamaica, Long Island, in
which it was perfected, | stood by the’
side of Mr. K. M. Turner, the man who
invented it. At his direction | took up an
ear-piece from a work bench while he
turned a switch. Then Mr. Turner, speak-
ing merely into the air as if he were talk-
ing to another man in the same room, said,
in an ordinary conversational tone:

“ Mr. Haff, there is a gentleman on the
line here in the laboratory who wishes to
have you demonstrate the detective dic-
tograph. Will you please talk to him and
show him how it can be heard through
various materials?”’

At once | heard a perfectly distinct
voice answer:

“Certainly, Mr. Turner. 1 am now
talking in an open room, with no ob-
struction between me and the transmitter,
though | am standing about four feet from
it. Now | shall turn a switch and talk
to you through another transmitter that
is enclosed tightly in a wooden box.”
Here the voice began to sound more
remote but exactly as distinct as before,
as it continued: “l shall now switch to
still another transmitter that is imbedded
in a solid block of cement,” and now the
voice seemed very far away, but still
perfectly audible and distinct. 1 asked
the voice several questions and received
its answers. Then Mr. Turner led me
out of the building in which the laboratory
is, across a yard to another building, and
there introduced me to Mr. Haff, who at
once continued the conversation that we
had just broken off and showed me the
wooden box and the concrete block con-
taining the several transmitters.

The detective dictograph is an out-
growth of the commercial dictograph,












